Year 6 Transition Book let 2020
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W elcome!
Firstly, we'd like to say congratulations to you! We genuinely
believe that our school and all the people in it are pretty
fantastic so we are really delighted that you've chosen to join
us for the next stage of your school journey!
We hope that you are excited about starting Year 7. But, we do
know that you're likely to have lots of questions and maybe
some worries about starting senior school.
Whether you are joining us from our Prep school or from
other schools, the move to Year 7 will bring lots of change and
new challenges for you. We also understand that whilst
schools are currently closed, you may be feeling even more
anxious about your move to the senior school.
Although we can't invite you into school before the summer
holidays in the way we normally would, we hope that this
booklet will give you a bit of an insight into the school and into
life as a Year 7.
We are all really looking forward to meeting you and your
families!

A w elcome from M r W allace

Did you k now .....?

...... there has been

a school on the cur rent site
since 1265?! The school as w e know it now,
though, w as for med in 1996 w hen 3 local
schools joined together,

M eet the Year 7 Past oral Team
The Year 7 pastoral team is made up of the staff who will be
responsible for your well being and for supporting you in all sorts of
aspects of your school life. They will celebrate your achievements
with you, offer a listening ear if you have a problem, help you with
the logistics of school life and often act as your 'in school parent'!
Mrs Muir leads this team of staff but it is Mrs Cobo and your form
tutor who will most likely support you on a day to day basis.

Click on each image
t o hear a 'hello' from
M r s Cobo and the
Y7 for m tut or s .
M r s Cobo, Head of Year 7
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You w ill also be suppor t ed by...
M r s M uir
A ssistant Headt eacher

M r s Lor mor
KS3 Past oral A ssistant

M r s Joyce
School nur se

M r s Cook James (M r s CJ!)
Lear ning Suppor t

The Senior Leader ship Team
Hello Year 6! We're the team who work alongside Mr Wallace to
lead different parts of the school, making sure it operates smoothly
and in a way that means your day to day experience is positive! You'll
see us around school on duty each day and in assemblies.

M r Grocott, Deputy Head. In charge of the
school timetable, the curriculum and iPads!
Subject: Physics
House: Nettleton
Likes: Golf , Cricket, iPads and my Labradoodle!

M r Eastham, Deputy Head. In charge of
Teaching and Learning.
Subject: Geography
House: Learoyd
Claim to fame: I'm a World Record Holder! Find
me in September and ask me what for!

M r s M uir, A ssistant Head. In charge of the
pastoral team and also Safeguarding Lead.
Subject: RS, Sociology and PSHCE
House: Nettleton
Likes: beating Mr McGowan and Gibson at every
House competition!

Mr McGowan, Assistant Head. In charge of
organising your extra curricular activities.
Subject: PE
House: Gibson
Dislikes: loosing every House competition to Mrs
Muir and Nettleton!

The Senior Pupil Team
Welcome to the school Year 6! IAlthough we are all in Year 13, it
doesn't seem that long ago since we were in your shoes and about
to start Year 7 so we know that you might be feeling a bit anxious
about starting school, especially wondering what us older pupils will
be like! We promise you, we're really nice! You will see us lots
around school as we help the teachers supervise at break and lunch
times and we are often in assemblies with you. You'll know who we
are as we wear gowns around school. We will help you find your
way, look for lost property, have a game on the playground, speak
to staff for you....anything you like! So, don't be afraid of us! We're
looking forward to seeing you in September!
Julia Higgins (Head girl) and Lawrence Webster (Head Boy)

The Office ladies!
These are the ladies who will be in the main
office. They are always very busy but do lots to
help our pupils with all sorts of things, We expect
that you are always polite to them .

M r s Cox

M iss M it chley

M rs
Hardiman-Crust

You ar e M inst er !
A school can only be vibrant, safe and able to
help pupils be the best they can be if the
pupils themselves help to do this! At Minster,
we truly believe that we have so much to offer
you. But it is up to you to make the most of
these opportunities. To help you understand
what we expect a Minster pupil to be like, we
use our 'I am Minster' expectations.

Click here to see a full sized version
of this document

Your form tutor will make sure that you fully
understand these expectations and will closely
monitor how well you meet them.
The majority of our pupils fulfill these
expectations every day in their learning,
participation in activities, and through their
behaviour and attitude. The efforts of these
pupils are recognised through the use of our
reward system. Meeting our expectations will
result in you being given reward points.The
reward points are totaled each term and,
depending on how many are achieved, a prize is
received!
Those pupils who achieve the most points over
the course of a year will be invited on a Rewards
Trip! Last year, we took a group of pupils to Alton
Towers for the day, paid for by the school!

Click here to read about our rewards
system!

A t our of the school!
Finding your way around is normally one of the biggest worries
Year 7 have when starting senior school. But, honestly, you'll soon
get to grips with the layout of the buildings. Your form tutor will
make sure to give you a walking tour on your first day. And, even
if you do get lost, there will be plenty of people around to help
you to get where you need to be. Your teachers will know that, for
the first few days, you might arrive a touch late to their lessons!
You can access a virtual tour of the building below, but we hope
the next few pages will give you some helpful information about
the school buildings!
Click here for a virtual
tour of the school

The Pr ior building
This is the main school building. Here, you'll find the main reception, the
Refectory, pupil entrance and foyer, Sixth Form area as well as the
majority of classrooms for all of your subjects.
These plans will show you which subjects are based on each floor.

Lower Ground Floor

Ground
Floor

First Floor

Second Floor

Click t o hear mor e about each par t of the
school!
School entrance

Reception

Pupil entrance

The Refect or y

Joe's Coffee Shop

A ty pical classroom

Science lab

A r t and Graphics t eaching ar ea

Food Technology

The Har per Building for M usic and
Drama

The A tr ium

The Recital Hall

Upper A tr ium

The Drama Studio

The Spor t s Hall

The Lindum

Did you k now .....?

...... w e hold

our End of Ter m ser vices and ter mly
music concer ts in Lincoln Cathedral.
Per for ming a piece of music, w hether it be solo
or as par t of one of our many ensembles, in this
fabulous building is an exper ience not to be
missed!

The School Day
If you arrive at school before 8:30 am, then you can
wait on the playground or down in Joe's cafe until
8:30 which is when your form room will be opened
and supervised by your tutor.

At 4pm, you can go home or get involved with one
of the many clubs we offer. We also have a staffed
homework room that runs between 4pm and
5:30 pm (5pm on Friday's) should you wish to use it.

A ty pical Y7 timetable
You will be given your timetable on your first day.
Your form tutor will make sure you understand it
and will take you to the classrooms where your
lessons will be so that you have an idea where you
will be going!

Click below t o find out
mor e!

Subject s in Year 7
- English
- M aths
- Science
- Art
- Computing
- Drama
- Geography
- Histor y
- M oder n Foreign
Languages
- M usic
- Physical Education
- Religious Studies
- Textiles
- Food Technology
- Electronics
- Per sonal Development
Click here to see our KS3 Curriculum guide. It will tell you
what you'll be studying in Y7, and beyond.

Did you k now .....?

...... you

can travel abroad w ith us? Look out
for skiing tr ips, language and histor y visits to
Spain and France and exotic adventures to
A f r ica, Nepal or South A mer ica! !

The House Sy st em!
Our House System allows you to get really involved in
lots of activities. We try to give ownership of it to you as
pupils with opportunities for you to suggest activities
and also to lead your House. Every time you enter a
House competition, you earn points for your House.
There will be a prize for the House that has the most
points at the end of the school year.
We have 4 Houses. If you were a pupil at our Prep
School, then you'll keep the same House. If you are new
to the school, we'll allocate you to a House.

Jackson
Jackson is led by Mrs Parry. Full of
energy and brilliantly competitive, Mrs
Parry is always determined to lead her
House to victory! She loves horses,
running, biking and there is nothing
she doesn't know about Chemistry!

Gibson
Gibson is led by Mr Palmer. Nimble
fingered Mr Palmer is a whizz on the
piano and is one of our music teachers
so Gibson should never have any
excuse when it comes to musical
House challenges!

Nettleton
The strains of 'Aim High, Great
Nettleton' (sung to the tune of Swing
Lo!) are often heard around school as
Nettleton go into battle in House
challenges. Led by Miss Snowden, Head
of Year 11 and a PE teacher, Nettleton
are fiercely determined to win!

Learoyd
Our lovely English teacher, Miss
Wright, leads Learoyd. The Queen
of World Book Day, Miss Wright, is
meticulous when it comes to
details so Learoyd are always spot
on when it comes to being
prepared for challenges. Miss
Wright is also Head of Year 10,
loves Harry Potter and will gladly
share her passion for books with
you!

Some of our House competitions
House Music.
Click the links to see / hear some performances

House Halloween

House Great British Bakeoff!

Your fir st House competition!
The Houses are named after WW2 British bomber
pilots, all of whom had strong links to Lincolnshire.
For your first House challenge, we would like you to
find out more about the man behind your House name!
You can present what you find in whatever format you
like! You could pretend to do an 'interview' with him. Or
you could create an illustrated biography? Or how
about imagine he could come into school - what would
he tell us about himself? You could write his speech?
You can then email what you create to your Head of
House! 10 0 points for each entry.
Nettleton
claire.snowden@lincolnminsterschool.co.uk
Gibson
sam.palmer@lincolnminsterschool.co.uk
Jackson
nicola.parry@lincolnminsterschool.co.uk
Learyod
jacqueline.wright@lincolnminsterschool.co.uk

Did you k now .....?

...... you

can become an A mbassador for your
favour ite subject? W atch out for notices in
A ssembly about how to apply!

Unifor m and appearance
We expect you to take pride in your appearance, making sure your
uniform is clean and well presented. Our full uniform list is on our
website but here are a few pointers about uniform expectations:
Gen er al:
- Full uniform is to be worn at all times
- Games kit is not to be worn outside of Games lessons.
- Blazers should be worn at all times, except at break and
lunchtimes
- No coloured hair
- Outdoor coats should be removed before coming into school
Boys:
- Ties should be done up to the neck and top buttons done up
at all times
- Clean shaven at all times
- Hair should be no shorter than grade 3 with no 'shaved-in'
designs
Gir ls:
- You are allowed to wear ONE plain stud in each ear. Earrings
should NOT be dangly. No other piercings are allowed.
Earrings must be removed for PE.
- Your hair, if it is longer than shoulder length, should always be
tied back with a blue or black hair bobble. Coloured ribbons
and scrunchies are not allowed.
- Skirts sould be knee length and not rolled up.You will be asked
to buy a new skirt if yours is too short
- No makeup or nail polish.
You will be given a uniform card which you must carry at all times.
Anyone not following these rules will have their card marked.

Equipment

A bag
(It does not have to be a school branded bag
but it should be sturdy!)
A refillable water bottle
A combination lock
(for your locker)
Pens (blue or black)
Highlighter pens
A 30 cm ruler
A glue stick
A rubber
A pencil sharpener
Colured crayons
For Maths....
Coloured pens (e.g. gel pens)
Geomety set
Scientific calculator
For English......
A small pocket sized dictionary
A hardbacked notebook

Ipads
You will be issued with your own Ipad during your first week at
school.
You will be able to customise the back of your Ipad with your
favourite photos. Your Ipad will have a blue case but do watch out
for students with a red one- they are our Digital Leaders and they
are the savviest about all things Ipad! They are there to help you if
you need them.
You will regularly use your Ipad in lessons but don't be impatient!
Unless your teacher tells you otherwise, the Ipad must be closed
and laid flat on your desk throughout the lesson.
You are responsible for your iPad at all times.This includes making
sure that you bring it to school every day, fully charged. We
expect you use it in a socially responsible way too. NEVER take
pictures or recordings of your teachers or other pupils, unless as
part of a classroom activity that your teacher gives permission for.

M obile phones
We know your mobile phone is likely to be very important to you,
but in school, they are not allowed. This includes during breaks
and lunchtimes. Be prepared to switch it off and hand it in at
Reception before registration every morning. It will be kept safe
for you until 4pm when you can collect it again.
If you need to contact home during the
school day, you can use the phone at
Reception. Equally, if your parents need to
get a message to you, they can leave a
message for you with one of the ladies in
Reception to deliver to you.
If you are seen to have your mobile phone

out in school, whether you are using it or
not, it will be confiscated. for the remainder
of the day. If you have it confiscated a
second time, then your parents will be
asked to collect it..

Food at M inst er !
Food at Senior School is fantastic! We're lucky to have a
really committed catering team who make sure that they
provide tasty, well-balanced, nutritious meals for pupils and
staff.
You will have your lunch in the Refectory. It's a big space with
lots of room for you to sit and eat with your friends.
You will be asked to queue in the corridor outside the
refectory until a member of staff, or a prefect, directs you to
the counters. Collect a tray, and then tell the servers what
you'd like!
You do not have to bring money in for your lunch!
To ensure everyone has a fair share, you cannot go back for
seconds!
When you have finished your meal, you are expected to
clear away your own tray and leave the table you sit at nice
and clean.
We don't cater for fussy eaters! But, if you do have a dietary
requirement then make sure you have told us.
If you have a period 7 activity that runs into lunchtime, don't
worry! The kitchen knows that our clubs can run into lunch so
they'll always make sure there's plenty left for any
latecomers!

A sample menu

Joe's is a cafe, with in the refectory, where you can buy drinks
and snacks at both break and lunchtimes. There's a nice
seating area where you can sit and chat with your friends.
Joe's serves cookies, pizza slices, sausage rolls, cakes, burritos,
hashbrowns, hot chocolate, milkshakes........and much more!

Joe's Coffee Shop

You'll need to bring some money in to buy the food and drink
at Joe's.
We expect that you queue sensibly and respectfully when
using Joe's .

Did you k now .....?

......w e have over 150 clubs and activities on
offer for you to get involved in?! There's
something for ever yone!!

Clubs and activ ities
Click on the link below to see some of the clubs and activties that you
can get involved in when you join Y7. Some take place during the day
whislt others take place after school. They are all designed to enrich,
and enhance, your school experience.
If you have an idea for a club or activity that we don't currently offer,
then you can talk to your form tutor of one of the Senior Pupil Team
who will be happy to support you in setting someting up!

Did you k now .....?

There are 16 nationalities and 20 languages
spoken across the school. W e are proud to
w elcome pupils f rom across the globe. Be
ready to make f r iends f rom all over the w or ld!!

Your fir st day.
You will need to arrive at school between 8:30 am and 8:50 am.
Make your way to the playground, outside reception. The Senior Pupil
Team, Mrs Cobo and Mrs Muir will be there to greet you!
At 8:50 am, you will be taken to the Refectory where Mr Wallace will
welcome you to the school.
Your form tutor will be there too, ready to take you to your form room at
9:10 am.
You will spend the morning with your form tutor. They will give you your
timetable and go through it with you. They will allocate you a locker
which will be yours for the whole year. You will need a combination lock
for your locker.
Your tutor will also take you for a walk around the school, pointing out the
rooms where your lessons will be.
It will then be time for your first lesson! To help you familiarise yourself
with the school, we make sure that only Year 7 and Year 12 are in school
on that first day so you don't need to worry about getting around with all
the other pupils about!
At lunchtime, you'll be shown where to go and what to do.
At 4pm, you will be free to go home! There will be no clubs on this first
day. If you are traveling to/ from school on one of the school buses, we
will show you where to go to get on the bus.
You will likely be really tired at the end of this first day! So, get a good
evening meal and an early night, ready to start again the next day!

Things w e w ish w e' d k now n
We asked Year 7 for some helpful advice for you, based on their
experience of joining year 7!
Listen to, and follow,
instructions from teachers and
other staff. If you don't
understand the instruction,
politely ask for it to be repeated.
Dan G

Always pack your school
bag the night before! And
check that your iPad is
fully charged, If it isn't,
the you'll likley miss out
on some good activities
Ber t ie W

Be kind. That's the best way to make new friends.
If you are worried about anything, you can talk to
your tutor or Head of Year. They will be really
friendly and will listen
Her m ion e R

Don't worry about knowing
or forgetting the door
codes. All you have to do is
ask a member of staff and
they'll help you - Em ily B

I highly recommend that
you complete most of your
homework when you get it.
This will help you to keep on
top of it - Lu k asz Z

W hat if...?
I feel ill?
Don't worry. Speak to your teacher or your form tutor.
They will take you to Reception where the ladies will
contact Mr s Joyce, the School Nurse.
I get lost?
Dont' panic! All rooms starting with 1 are on the lower
ground floor, those starting with 2 are on the ground
floor and the ones starting with 3 are on the first floor!
Don't be scared to ask other pupils or staff for
directions.
Anyone is unkind?
You should always tell an adult if anyone is being
unkind- your form tutor is your first point of call but any
other member of staff will be more than happy to help!
I forget my PE kit/ book/ homework?
Always check your timetable before packing your bag
the night before. If you forget any equipment or work,
tell your form tutor. We can contact your parents and
they can drop it in Reception. If this is not possible, do
excuse yourself with your subject teacher before the
lesson if possible.
I have a music lesson or a sports fixture?
Excuse yourself with your subject teacher before the
lesson. Make sure you copy up the notes from the
lesson you have missed. Ask a friend to take a photo of
the notes on their Ipad and email you them!

?
?
?
?

Getting r eady for Secondar y School
challenge!
Here are some activities that you can complete over the summer. If
you or your parents use social media, please share photos of you
doing any of the challenges and tag # LincolnMinsterSchool

If you will be walking to
school, practice the
journey! Know how
long it will take you.
Take your parents on
the walk with you! Make
sure you think about
road safety and keep
safe on the journey

Write a letter to your
future self. You could
put it somewhere safe
to open in a year's time.
What is happening right
now? How do you feel
about the move to
senior? What are your
hopes and fears about
senior school?

Write down three
things you should do if
you see someone being
unkind to someone else

Create a 'star qualitties'
poster to show all the
ways in which you are
brilliant! It's ok to be
positive about who you
are and to share it with
others! Ask your parents
to include what they
think your star qualities
are!

Talk to you
parents/ grandparents
abou theirf first day at
senior school. What do
you think will be the
same for you? What will
be different?

Write an 'I am' poem,
You will be meeting lots
of new people at LMS.
Use the poem to
creatively show who
you are!

Create a quiz for your
form group as part of
the Year 7 weekly quiz
activity!

Your routine will change
when you start
secondary school.
Discuss with your
parents what your new
routine will need to be,
from waking up to
going to be. Agree on it
with them and then
write it up.

Think about the ways in
which you will show
kindness to others
during your first week at
LMS. Write these down
and keep them as a
reminder of what you
intend to do.

A dv ice for par ent s/car er s
The
transition to Secondary
School brings lots of change not only
for pupils but for families as a whole: new
travel arrangements, unfamiliar environments,
different expectations and routines ...
This can create feelings of anxiety in parents
and children. Studies suggest that when
pupils are supported well, it increases
attendance, academic

W hat can you do?
-

-

-

-

-

-

New experiences, coupled with your feelings about leaving your child in a
new place, can be a stressful time in a family's life. It is normal and acceptable
to feel anxious as a parent/carer, but it is important not to pass these feelings
on to your child. Support your child and encourage them to embrace their
new school, make new friends and keep in touch with old ones.
Talk about up and coming change and approach transitions in a positive and
exciting way.
Help your child express their feelings, worries and emotions about the
change and acknowledge their feelings.
Watch this video from Young Minds on YouTube and discuss its content. It
reassures children that they are not alone when it comes to their worries
about secondary school, that there are ways to cope with change and there
are people to talk to when thins get difficult.
Help your child build helpful routines: get them to pack their bag the night
before, check their equipment and homework, ensure they know when they
need their PE kit. This will pay off in the future if you start now!
Create a space for them to work quietly at home.
Get to know their form tutor-this is the person who will see them the most.
Contact them if you need to and if you are concerned, always let them know.
They also love to know about your child's achievements outside of school!
Keep encouraging a growth mindset: make sure they understand they won't
be good at everything YET-things take time and practice and they should not
give up.
We will be putting some additional materials onto our website to support you
in supporting your child! Please do keep a look out for these.

W e look for w ar d t o seeing
you in Sept ember !

We hope that this booklet has provided you
with all the information you need. However,,
for any enquiries over the summer, please do
contact our registrar: on
ellie.coates@lincolnminsterschool.co.uk
You can also follow our social media pages
over the summer!

